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WWII POW'’s Journey from Prison Camp to US Citizenship on Public Television
for Memorial Day and Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month, 5/25
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With two major motion pictures in 2014 featuring World War Il prisoners of war (The
Railway Man, starring Colin Firth and the upcoming Unbroken, directed by Angelina
Jolie), Hollywood is finally telling the dramatic stories of WWII POWs.
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On Memorial Day weekend, to those stories, we add Every Day Is a Holiday, which tells
the story of Dr. Paul Loong, a Malaysian-born Royal Air Force veteran captured by the
Japanese at the age of 19.
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For the next three-and-a-half years, Dr. Loong was starved, beaten, and used as slave
labor... all the while, writing in a secret diary he hid from his captors.
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In that diary, he wrote that if he survived as a free man, "Every day would be a holiday."
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However, after freedom would come an even longer and stranger journey to becoming a
US citizen, involving a Louisiana jail, Middle East oil, a Korean War tank, and a
compassionate Congressman.
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Dr. Loong's story is told in Every Day Is a Holiday, a documentary film by his daughter,
Theresa Loong. Using extensive interviews and archival footage, "Every Day Is a
Holiday" reveals the secrets from his wartime diary, and his long journey from a POW
camp in Japan to, finally, the New Jersey suburbs.
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Every Day Is a Holiday, previously broadcast on over 200 public television stations, is
being rebroadcast on over 60 public television stations on Sunday, May 25, as part of
the WORLD Channel's showcase of films for Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month.
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Theresa Loong is an award-winning multimedia director and producer, and founder of
the interactive production company, FORM360, which provides editorial and strategic
consulting services. For further information about Every Day Is a Holiday, including
information about the DVD, visit http://www.everydayisaholiday.org
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Contact: Theresa Loong
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